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a model of public infrastructure and private
sector management and financing. She also
founded and directed Fundacion Oporttunitas,
a private organization that provides financing,
technical and operational support to social de-
velopment programs aimed at children in pov-
erty. She has also sat on board of Siderurgica
de Venezuela S.A., and is currently a member
of the Venezuelan Chapter of the International
Women’s Forum.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to pay tribute to
Ms. Maria Corina Machado for her continued
service to Venezuela. | ask my colleagues to
join me in recognizing this remarkable indi-
vidual, and to continue to monitor the ongoing
situation in Venezuela, and the tireless efforts
of Ms. Machado.

————

31ST ANNUAL NATIONAL EYE
DONOR MONTH—MARCH 2014

HON. AARON SCHOCK

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 27, 2014

Mr. SCHOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
March 2014 as the 31st annual National Eye
Donor Month, a month dedicated to recog-
nizing the need for eye donations as well as
honoring eye donors, corneal recipients and
their families.

Corneal diseases hamper an individual's
ability to see properly. Over time, eye dis-
eases lead to vision impairment or, in the
most severe of cases, total blindness. Unfortu-
nately, due to higher medical expenses and
lost hours of workforce productivity, eye dis-
orders rank as the fifth costliest type of dis-
eases in the United States.

Thankfully, since 1961 corneal transplants
conducted by the Eye Bank Association of
America (EBAA) have allowed over one million
people to regain their vision—a success rate
of more than 95%! In 2012 alone, 46,684 cor-
neal transplants were performed.

Of the 97 EBAA eye banks, two—the lllinois
Eye Bank—Chicago and lllinois Eye Bank—Wat-
son-Gailey in Bloomington—are located in my
home state. Because of their hard work, 2,632
corneal donations were made in lllinois in
2012.

One such individual | was made aware of is
Caleb. When Caleb was 5 he was injured in
an accident that caused him to lose sight out
of his right eye. After working with an ophthal-
mologist, Caleb was able to undergo a corneal
transplant that removed the traumatic cataract
and restored sight to Caleb’s right eye. Ac-
cording to Caleb’s mom, “each new experi-
ence he encounters is special because some-
one had the courage to donate.”

| encourage all Americans to register to be-
come eye donors. Everyone is a universal cor-
neal donor—regardless of age or blood type.
Once registered as a corneal donor, one
should notify their family of their wishes.

| also urge my colleagues to work with their
local eye banks in order to promote the impor-
tance of eye donation.

During National Eye Donor Month all Ameri-
cans should remember the sacrifices made by
corneal donors and their families while also
celebrating the gifts their sacrifices made to
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thousands. Additionally, we should celebrate
the work of the EBAA and its member banks
as they continue to restore the sight of thou-
sands more throughout the U.S.

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. GAYLE
GLENN

HON. PETE SESSIONS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 27, 2014

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Dr. Gayle Glenn for her outstanding
service as the 2013-2014 president of the
American Association of Orthodontists (AAO).
She completes her term as president of AAO
in May of this year.

Born, raised, and educated in Texas, Dr.
Glenn earned her Doctor of Dental Surgery at
The Dental School at The University of Texas
Health Science Center at San Antonio and her
Master of Science in Dentistry at Baylor Col-
lege of Dentistry in Dallas. She began prac-
ticing orthodontics in Dallas in 1984 and,
today, treats patients at her Dallas practice
she shares with two fellow Baylor College
alums who are pediatric dentists. Dr. Glenn’s
practice focus is pediatric orthodontics. Her ef-
fective communication, kindness, and ability to
put nervous patients at ease are some of what
has contributed to her success treating chil-
dren and adolescents.

Dr. Glenn has dedicated countless hours to
enhancing orthodontics in Dallas, throughout
Texas, and across the country over the course
of her nearly 30-year career. She has pro-
moted membership in organized dentistry and
orthodontics and has helped to transform
orthodontics from the perspective of women.

She was recently elected the 2013-2014
president of the AAO, the oldest and largest
dental specialty organization in the world. Dr.
Glenn is the first female to hold the position of
AAO president in the organization’s 113-year
history.

Dr. Glenn is also a member and past presi-
dent of the Southwestern Society of Ortho-
dontists and the Texas Association of Ortho-
dontists, and is a member of the American
Dental Association, the Greater Dallas Asso-
ciation of Orthodontists, the Texas Orthodontic
Study Club, the Texas Dental Association, the
Dallas County Dental Society, and the Amer-
ican Association of Women Dentists.

Mr. Speaker, | know my colleagues will join
me in commending Dr. Glenn for her service
to her patients, her state, to the orthodontic,
dental, and medical communities, and, specifi-
cally for her service as the first woman presi-
dent of the AAO.

——
HONORING UNDERWRITERS LAB-

ORATORIES ON ITS 120TH ANNI-
VERSARY

HON. BRADLEY S. SCHNEIDER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, March 27, 2014

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor UL on their anniversary of “making
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the world safer for 120 years.” Based in
Northbrook, lllinois, in the heart of the district
| represent, and with more than 10,000 em-
ployees in 40 different countries, UL certifies,
validates, tests, inspects, audits, advises and
educates. Billions of products bear the univer-
sally recognized UL mark.

From humble beginnings in 1894, fire-test-
ing non-combustible insulation materials, UL
has grown to encompass seven distinct busi-
nesses that industries and governments
around the world rely upon to enhance prod-
uct safety and provide safer work places.

UL’s has stayed true to its founding principle
to “promote safe living and working environ-
ments” while achieving consistent growth
through innovation and dedication to excel-
lence. In 2013, UL evaluated over 20,000
types of products, produced by 70,000 manu-
facturers. UL supports approximately 1,500
published safety standards, and UL safety
messages reach almost 700 million world-
wide.

Through innovative testing, training, re-
search, design, study and outreach, UL strives
to make our world a little safer and give work-
ers and families greater peace of mind.

UL works with stakeholders across an im-
pressive breadth of industries, demonstrating
the true extent of its reach in promoting and
enhancing safety. | am proud that UL calls the
Tenth District home and hope they continue to
set the global standards for safety for another
120 years.

——————

HONORING THE INCLUSION OF THE
WORD “YOOPER” IN THE
MERRIAM-WEBSTER DICTIONARY

HON. DAN BENISHEK

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 27, 2014

Mr. BENISHEK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Steve Parks and proud ‘“yoopers”
everywhere. Mr. Parks’ tireless efforts in
Michigan’s First Congressional District recently
culminated in the addition of the word
“yooper” to the Merriam-Webster dictionary. A
“yooper” is a nickname for a native or resident
of the Upper Peninsula of Michigan. Mr. Parks
started the campaign to have the word added
to the dictionary back in 2002, and his 12
years of writing to the editors finally paid off
this week.

Being from the U.P., or Upper Peninsula, |
am proud to share in the history that is
“yooper.” The U.P. has a rich history of min-
ing and logging. It accounts for 29% of the
landmass in the state of Michigan and is the
only part of Michigan’s First Congressional
District that has coastline on three of the five
Great Lakes. The beauty that is the U.P. can
be found in the large number of state and na-
tional parks that make up the area, which is
why many Michiganders have made it a vaca-
tion destination.

| want to thank Mr. Parks for his persistent
efforts and local Upper Peninsula pride and
congratulate him on having the word “yooper”
officially added to the dictionary.
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